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Spotlight On… The Class of 2009

For 61 years, Des Moines 
Christian School has 
been centered on the 
true, unchanging Word of 
God. While we have built 
a building and changed 
the physical location 
of DMCS, we have not 
altered the vertical 
relationship with God to 
which we cling. The law of 
gravity, which establishes 
the resting point for the 
carpenter’s plumb bob, 
was established by God. 
God established the 
plumb line of truth in 
His Word and will hold 
us accountable for any 
deviation from the center. 
Just as the carpenter 
dares not miss his exact 
vertical when erecting a 
wall, DMCS will not veer 
from our mission:

Equipping the next 
generation to think, 

discern and act through 
Biblically-directed, 

Christ-centered 
education.

Plumb Line  is a publication of 
Des Moines Christian School.

Editorial content was provided 
by Superintendent Dr. Bob 
Stouffer, and Development 
Director Samona Joy Yentes.

By Dr. Bob Stouffer

In the spotlight, Des Moines Christian School draws attention to those who have served, 
led, or achieved in exemplary fashion.  We now recognize the accomplishments of an entire 
group of high-achievers -- The DMC Class of 2009!  Be blessed by the photographs and 
documentation of a class which has left an indelibly positive legacy to Des Moines Christian 
School! 

Kathleen Bird and Simon Veldkamp received the 
Christian Character award.

Back row (L-R) : Jacob Hansen,  James Haskins, Taylor Holt, Tyler Smith, Ryan Rockwell, Paul 
Swanson, Simon Veldkamp, Robert Baehr, Reed Schroder, Matthew Gallaher, Brandon Gable, Joe 
Tschopp  Second row (L-R):  Elizabeth Lowe, Rachenda Rockwell, Elizabeth Dawson, Stephanie Kopf, 
Audra Ross, Sarah Thune, Courtney Grotenhuis, Ashley Williams, Amber McCool, Andrea Ytzen, 
Kelsey Whatling, Chelsea Keeney  Third row (L-R): Anna Shin, Mika Barrett, Kaitlin Lundeen, 
Sarah Keller, Morgan Cramer, Min-Ji Bae, Katie Heth, David Moore, Eric Greiman, Emily Bosman, 
Davin Bell, Jenna Bradley, Caryn Herr  Front row (L-R): Ashley Luck, Kimberli Acheson, Annie 
Stevens, Kathleen Bird, Kaitlin Kostek, Josiah South, Holly Aunan, Erin Hiatt, Rebecca DeHaan, 
Katelyn Cole, Kelsey Whatling, Honor Monahan

Annually, the 
secondary staff 
selects a male and 
female member of the 
graduating class to 
receive the Christian 
Character award. 
Criteria include 
spiritual maturity, 
character, and daily 
witness.

“Every time I got out 
your class picture 
and began to run 
through your names, 
I had to pause for my 
heart was moved by 
how God’s kingdom 
might be impacted by 
you all.” 

Secondary Bible Teacher Don Caves was chosen by 
the Senior Class as their commencement speaker.

Watch for our new website  which is currently under construction by Drew (DMC S ‘00) 
and Melissa Harden at Blue Compass Interactive.  Th e new site will be launched August 14.



“So the Next Generation Will Know...”
God’s faithfulness to our school should be “told to  the next generations, even children yet to be born , 
so they too would put their trust in God” (Ps. 78). 

Guests at the April Bene• t and Auction were treate d to story about the 60-year history of Des Moines 
Christian School, narrated by alumni parents and st aff, Dr. Bob Stouffer, Mrs. Pam Wilson, and 
Mr. Paul Nelson.  Enhanced by Power Point photos, t he story came to life as a student from each 
decade shared their DMCS experiences.  Testimonies were provided by Marilyn Armel Krisinger 
(1940’s), Pastor Arthur Arnett (1950’s), Karen Wall erstedt Voegtlin (1960’s), Betsy Bergstrom 
Lundy (1970’s), Eric Goranson (1990’s), and Katie H eth (2000’s).

DMCS is planning to videotape the presentation befo re a live audience at a dessert and coffee 
social on Thursday, July 30 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at ConnXions Event Center, 3910 121st Street in 
Urbandale.  Along with telling the story, we will h onor the • rst graduating class of 1987, as well 
as the “reunion classes” of 1989, 1994, 1999, and 2 004.  Invitations were sent to Iowa alumni and 
alumni parents, but anyone who loves DMCS is welcom e.  If you are interested in attending, RSVP 
to Samona Yentes at syentes@dmcs.org or 515-252-2497 by July 20.  Seating is limited.

In Tough Times By Samona Joy Yentes
At my • rst DMCS parent 
orientation in August 1990, 
Board President Peter Wozniuk 
welcomed families and shared 
his philosophy of Christian 
education. He explained that 
he and his wife, Judy, had 
had to make some priority 
decisions about educating their 
daughters. One decision was to 

avoid car payments.  He researched and found good used 
cars, purchased them with cash, and maintained them 
for several years. The money saved on car payments 
were invested in Christian school tuition for their three 
daughters, Andrea – 1988, Tanya – 1990, and Natasha 
– 1995. 

At the time, we were making payments on a top-of-the-
line 1988 vehicle, and Mr. Woziuk’s advice changed 
my thinking.  I have not purchased a brand-new car 
since, but have been able to see our own three children 
graduate from DMCS and go on to attend, or graduate 
from, Christian Colleges. I have shared Mr. Wozniuk’s 
sage advice with other new families many times since.

Recently, I caught up with Natasha Wozniuk Devine on 
Facebook and learned the secret to her father’s frugal 
car purchases. She wrote, “He is wise, because he truly 
seeks God. I remember when he bought my mom a 1987 
Nissan Stanza in 1993…the car had zip. My mom drove 
it for 4 years and then it went with me to college. I then 
drove that car all the way out to California. Three years 
ago… we sold it to our neighbor for $1 for his teenage 
son… do you know that little car is still going today, with 
the original transmission and everything! Our neighbors 
gave it to a friend down the street… We still see the car 
around town…It’s still running today at 22 years old!”

Tasha continued, “…when my dad was getting ready to 
purchase a different used car, He would put on his torn, 
oil stained clothes and gardening tennis shoes, then walk 

onto a used car lot. It kept the dealers from approaching us 
so that we could ‘just look’ at the cars. I remember wanting to 
go just to see him in action. Amazingly enough, it worked. He 
cracks me up!”

That “new 1988 vehicle” and each subsequent used vehicle we 
purchased will end up in the same salvage yard.  But each of 
our children has been instilled with an education that cannot 
“perish, spoil or fade.”  Yes, times are tough, but I encourage 
you to invest in those things that last for eternity, the Christ-
centered education of our children! 

Wallerstedt sisters, Kathy, 
Karla (Taber) and Karen 
(Voegtlen) pose on the • rst 
day of school, 1964.

Got History?
One of the joys of writing the 60-year history was 
reconnecting with people who attended DMCS in the past. 
Another joy was searching through a box of historical 
documents from the late Mr. and Mrs. Mel Wellen, who 
were actively involved in early years of the school.  Old 
directories, newsletters, minutes, correspondence, and 
other memorabilia revealed the faith of committed people 
who founded and continue His school.

Do you have any historical documents from DMCS 
that you could share with the school?  Please don’t 
throw them!  We especially lack information from the 
1960’s and 1970’s, photos of the 62nd and Franklin school 
building, and photos of the Timberline Tennis Ranch prior 
to the development of Douglas Parkway. Please contact 
Development Director Samona Yentes at 515-252-2497 or 
syentes@dmcs.org if you have any directories, programs, or 
photos from that or any other era of DMCS.

Judy and Peter Wozniuk



Leave a Legacy Through 
the DMCS Foundation  
Planned Giving:   Oftentimes, people who are not able 
to make large gifts in their lifetime, are able, through the 
stewardship of planned giving, to provide a gift from their 
estate.  Have you considered leaving a legacy of Christian 
education after you pass into eternity?  It can be as simple 
as designating DMCS Foundation as the bene• ciary for 
a portion of a life insurance policy. Talk with your own 
• nancial planner or ask the Development Of• ce to refer you 
to someone who can assist you with this decision process.

The Des Moines Christian School Foundation exists to 
• nancially support the mission of Des Moines Christian 
School.

DMCS Alumnae (L-R) Jenna Bradley (’09), Sarah Kelle r 
(’09), and Leah Kostek (’07) enjoy working with (L- R) Kelsey 
Klein, Tessa VerSteeg and Chloe Crandell during sum mer 
break in the DMCS summer child care program.

Art Students Excel
With over 1,200 works of art entered in the Conference Art 
Competition, DMCS students won 47 awards, swept the 
charcoal drawing category, and won all 3 Judges Choice 
Awards.  Each judge chose their favorite piece of work in 
the entire show; those chosen were works by Na Seul Son, 
Morgan Cramer and Emily Horstman.

Winning 1st place medals:  Rachel Hansen (in 3 categories), 
Gabi Wilson, Na Suel Son, Abby Stromley, Kirsten Krause, 
Emily Horstman and Morgan Cramer (in 2 categories)

Winning 2nd place medals: Danny Clinton, Sara Osborn, 
Bethany McCall, Megan Adamson, Emily Horstman, 
Brandon Son, Jon Chapman and Morgan Cramer (in 3 
categories)

Winning 3rd place medals: Seth VandeVoort, Amanda 
Lowrey, Emily Horstman, Morgan Cramer (in 2 categories), 
Annie Stevens and Holly Aunan (in 2 categories)

The Des Moines Business 
Record used its Fourth 
Annual Fittest Exec 
competition to encourage 
Central Iowa business people 
to maintain or improve 
their physical • tness. The 
competition drew about 130 
people, including about 50 
in four “most improved” 

categories.

Participants were assessed on body composition, 
circumference measurements, push-ups, half sit-ups, 
! exibility and a three-minute step test. The winners and 
runners-up were honored at the June 16 Power Breakfast 
held at the Des Moines Club.

Congratulations to DMCS superintendent Dr. Bob Stouffer, 
for winning the men’s over 50 • eld of “most improved.”

Most Improved?  Dr. Bob!
Nick Oswald, dressed as Robert E. Lee, participated 
in the third-grade wax museum project. The students 
chose an American historical • gure and learned abo ut 
that person, Then, dressed as their character, they  gave 
a • rst-hand account of their lives. 

Alums Serve in Early Ed

On July 1, 2009, Eric Eikenberry, 
DMCS Class of 2008, was promoted 
to the rank of Lance Corporal in the 
United States Marine Corps.  Eric is 
assigned to the First Marine Division, 
First Reconnaissance Batallion.

USMC Promotes  
‘08 DMCS Alum
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DMCS Calendar of Events
Family Recruitment Open House Aug 4
All Parent Meeting    Aug 13
First Day of School    Aug 19
Preschool Experience Day  Aug 24
DMCS Golf Tournament   Sep 4
Labor Day - All Of• ces Closed  Sep 7
Fall Association Meeting
    and All School Open House  Sep 14
Student Picture Day   Sep 21
Grandparents Day:  Secondary  Dec 11
 Preschool & Elementary   Dec 12

(L-R) Eric Larson, Elizabeth Lowe, Davin Bell, Lizz ie Dawson 
and Chelsea Keeney starred in the DMCS Drama Depart ment 
production of Thoroughly Modern Millie .

At the annual PTF staff breakfast in June, Clint Lu scombe, 
Secondary Mathematics Teacher; Pam Wilson, First Gr ade 
Teacher; and Paul Nelson, Transportation Director & 
Technology Coordinator were each presented with a 2 5-year 
service award.

DMCS Third Graders Tri!

DMCS third-graders (L-R) Sully Fitzgerald , Emma Ve enstra and 
Alayna Bakke gave it their all at the 2009 Hy-Vee K ids Triathlon.


