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For 60 years, Des Moines 
Christian School has 
been centered on the 
true, unchanging Word of 
God. While we have built 
a building and changed 
the physical location 
of DMCS, we have not 
altered the vertical 
relationship with God to 
which we cling. The law of 
gravity, which establishes 
the resting point for the 
carpenter’s plumb bob, 
was established by God. 
God established the 
plumb line of truth in 
His Word and will hold 
us accountable for any 
deviation from the center. 
Just as the carpenter 
dares not miss his exact 
vertical when erecting a 
wall, DMCS will not veer 
from our mission:

Equipping the next 
generation to think, 

discern and act through 
Biblically-directed, 

Christ-centered 
education.

Plumb Line is a publication of 
Des Moines Christian School 
Editorial content was provided 
by Superintendent Dr. Bob 
Stouffer,  Development 
Director Samona Joy Yentes; 
Elementary Principal Cade 
Lambert; Secondary Guidance 
Counselor Cindy Kostek; 
and Alumni Parent Linda 
Mazunik. 

Spotlight On… Grandparents John & Marlys Hocker

An anonymous supporter called Development Director Samona Yentes in early November 
to ask how he could do more to assist families who might not otherwise be able to provide 
Christian education to their children.  The conversation resulted in a Challenge Gift for 
other supporters of Des Moines Christian School.  If you generously support DMCS with 
your gift in December, he will match all gifts up to $20,000.  As the Mazunik family story 
(page 3) from the 1990’s expresses so well, such generosity may be the answer to the prayers 
of families who are struggling to keep their commitment to Christ-centered education in 
these tough economic times.

Anonymous Donor Offers $20,000 Challenge 

The Hocker family has been a part 
of DMCS for half of the school’s 
lifespan as students, parents, and 
grandparents. John and Marlys 
enrolled their daughter Kristin in 2nd 
grade in 1978, and their son Steve 
entered 7th grade a few years later. 
Steve and Kristin both graduated from 
8th grade at DMCS before the DMC 
High School opened.

Much to the delight of John and 
Marlys, both Steve and Kristin 
returned to DMCS when it was time 
to educate their own children. Steve’s 
daughters, Samantha and Mackenzie 
Hocker, are in 9th and 6th grade 
respectively. Kristin’s daughters, Lydia 
and Ella Hepworth, are in 3rd grade 

and 4-year-old preschool.  All four grandchildren h ave been at DMCS since preschool.  Steve now 
serves on the DMCS Board of Directors and Kristin i s an active member of PTF.

The Hockers look forward to Grandparents Day each y ear. “It’s the highlight of the school 
year for us each year. We never miss it!” beamed Ma rlys. “It is such a fun day to be with our 
grandchildren, and now we reconnect with other gran dparents we have previously met at the 
luncheon and in the classrooms.”

Grandparents Day has become a tradition that helps focus the family Christmas celebration 
on Jesus Christ.  “The students enthusiastically pe rform music that glori" es Christ, and we 
appreciate the warm hospitality offered by DMCS sta ff and parent volunteers,” continued Marlys, 
“For us, it is one more opportunity to enjoy our fr iendships and support the school " nancially. The 
blessings are mutual!”

The Hocker’s invite you to join many other families  at the Early Education, Elementary and High 
School Christmas concerts on Grandparents Day.  You  are not required to be a current DMCS 
grandparent to attend. If you love to hear students  from four years of age through high school 
celebrating the REAL meaning of Christmas, please b e our guest on this special day!

Activities at the school Saturday, December 13
  9:30-10:00 - Early Education Christmas program
10:00-11:00 - Early Education Classroom Open House
  1:00 - 2:15 - Elementary (K-6) Christmas Program
    2:15-3:30 - Elementary/Secondary Open House
    3:30-5:00 - Secondary (7-12) Christmas Concert

A Grandparents (only) Luncheon and Foundation prese ntation will be held the Machine Shed 
Restaurant.  Reservations are required for the lunc heon (515) 252-2496. 

John and Marlys with their grandchildren (left-right): Lydia 
Hepworth (3rd), Samantha Hocker (9th), Ella Hepworth (preschool) 
and Mackenzie (6th).



One of the strengths of Des Moines Christian School  is a sense of 
“generous giving.”  In an dif• cult economy for cha ritable giving, 
the students, staff, parents, and grandparents of D es Moines 
Christian School honor the Lord through their gener ous spirits.

Teachers and parents have • nancially supported Ele mentary 
P.E. Teacher Laurie Butler during her bout with can cer.  This 
fall, people have given generously to the gift card  drive in 
support of a DMC family whose basement was destroye d by • re.  
A neighbor with no children at the school (yet) gav e $70,000 
to the School Tuition Organization in support of sc holarship 
funding!!

The “norm” for students is collecting spare change,  engineering 
and then donating personal fundraiser receipts, and  giving 
birthday or Christmas money to causes which strike at their 

hearts.  “All of us, as adults in the Des Moines Ch ristian community, should be thrilled and convicted  by the generosity of our 
students,” said Dr. Bob Stouffer, DMC Superintenden t.  “What better way to learn about giving • rst fr uits back to the Lord 
than when you are a student.”  Students have collec ted money to build several ministry facilities for International Cooperating 
Ministries in India and Africa.  In one elementary chapel, students gave an offering of over $250 in s upport of our partner 
Christian school in Guatemala.  During the fall Imp act Day, eighth graders packaged Kids Against Hunge r meals for starving 
people in Argentina.  Several students recently acc ompanied Secondary Principal John Steddom and DMC g randfather 
Ron Eckart on a Habitat for Humanity project.  Led by senior Kathleen Bird, the new FCCLA group recent ly sponsored a 
scavenger hunt food drive.  Students collected shoe boxes full of gifts for Operation Christmas Child s hoeboxes in November.

Dr. Stouffer added, “I was recently touched by a se cond grade boy who, unsolicited, walked up to me, s mile on face, sincerity 
in voice, and said, ‘Dr. Bob, when can I start clea ning toilets at school?’”  I was dumbstruck.  I cou ld hardly speak.  He truly 
meant what he said!  Praise God for the generous he arts in the DMC community!”

Generosity is Always in Season at DMCS

Two 1991 DMCS graduates, Brian 
Patterson and Ryan Bickel, were 
selected to be among the 55 members 
of the Greater Des Moines Leadership 
Institute Class of 2008. In a remarkable 
coincidence, both men from a DMCS 
class of only 22 graduates, made the cut 
from over 450 nominations.   Brian is the 
Associate Vice President for Advancement 
and Alumni Relations at Grandview 
College. Ryan serves as the Marketing 
Director at Blank Park Zoo.

GDMLI selects young up-and-coming 
members in the metro area to develop 
future leaders with a shared vision for 
the Greater Des Moines Community. 
“It’s a pretty involved process,” stated 
Patterson, “but it is a great way to grow 
your strengths, and a good opportunity 
to network with other young leaders in 
Greater Des Moines.” 

Alumni Chosen for Des Moines 
Leadership Program

Ryan Bickel

Brian Patterson

Several Family 
and Consumer 
Science students, 
under the 
leadership of 
FCS teacher, 
Debra Bird had 
organized a 
DMCS chapter 
of a student-led 
organization, 
FCCLA (Family, 
Career, and 
Community 

Leaders of America).  Charter members include Min-
Ji Bae, Kathleen Bird, Jennifer Brooke, Anna Shin 
and Ashley Williams.  The purpose of FCCLA is to 
train future leaders to balance home and career and 
to contribute positively to our community.  Their most 
recent project, collecting donations for the Iowa Food 
Bank, yielded 182 pounds of food to feed the homeless 
in Des Moines.  Their next project will be a creating and 
distributing a " yer on nutrition to elementary parents.

FCCLA Prepares Students 
to Be Future Leaders 

FLLCA Advisor, Debra Bird, works with 
students to package food for the Iowa Food Bank. 

DMCS parents, students and staff pray for the healing of those with 
cancer during a rally for elementary teacher, Laurie Butler.



Alumni Parents Recall God’s Faithfulness
 “An anonymous donor has paid your monthly tuition. ”
“As the business manager of Des Moines Christian Sc hool uttered these words, I stood in momentary disb elief as a mixture of joy 
and humility slowly • lled my soul. My husband had recently lost his job, and we were struggling • nan cially. Yet we had made a 
commitment to Christian education and saw God honor  that commitment through the span of eighteen years  that our two sons 
attended DMCS.

While the boys were young, I laid aside a teaching career but volunteered to serve as the monthly news letter 
editor for DMCS and helped set up the • rst element ary computer lab. When our younger son entered • rs t 
grade, a language arts teaching position opened at DMCS, and I  taught for the next nine years at the 
school.  Our sons learned to love music at DMCS. Th ey performed in various music and drama groups.. 
Both now serve as music ministers at their respecti ve churches—one even married his DMCS sweetheart 
three years ago!

I look back at my family’s years of involvement at DMCS and see how they prepared all of us for travel ing 
down our current paths.  I give thanks for the mean ingful mark the school has made on all of our lives .”

Linda and John Mazunik are the parents of Evan (199 8) and Gregory (2001).

Christ is preeminent and Biblical truth pervades al l learning 
activities in the childcare and preschool programs.   All lead 
preschool teachers are Iowa certi! ed, but, more im portantly, 
they demonstrate a love for children as born-again disciplers 
of our most eager learners. “Since the majority of preschool 
students continue as kindergarteners at DMCS,” stat ed 
Superintendent, Dr. Bob Stouffer, “we hope that the  parents 
of our preschool students will develop a passion fo r Christian 
Education and become ‘lifers’ at DMCS.”

Early Education Plants Seeds

Preschool Teacher Marci Chenoweth (right), Rosalind Bails (left) 
and their morning 4-year-old preschool class at Howells Tree Farm. 

The growth and expansion of the ! ne arts departmen t at Des Moines Christian School can only be attrib uted to God, 
the giver of all talents and giftings. The many fac ets of the music department have accomplished excit ing things this 
fall. At the Urbandale Marching Festival, the march ing band received top marks for their performance. In addition to 
achieving the ! rst division 1 rating in DMCS march ing band history, the band also placed ! rst in the  class of 2A at the 
Waukee Marching Invitational.

Also noteworthy (no pun intended) is the acceptance  of three of the members of DMC concert choir into the Iowa All-
State Choir. The select choir is made up of the bes t singers in the entire state. If selected, student s are granted the 
privilege of performing in a concert that showcases  the dif! cult music required for the audition. Thr ee students were 
accepted into the elite choir this fall, the ! rst since 2004. Sophie Kopf, a junior, and Katie Heth, a senior, were chosen 
as sopranos, and senior Chelsea Keeney was selected  as an alto. Vocal Music Director Michael Gossen co mmented, “We 
are very pleased with the results of this year. It’ s the culmination of talent, giftings and hard work .”

Marching Band Earns Superior Rating;  
Three All-State Choir Selections

...we made a 

commitment 

to Christian 

education and saw 

God honor that 

commitment.

The Des Moines Christian School varsity cheerleader s, 
coached by DMCS alumnae Carrie (Buck) Walters (‘01) , 
won ! rst place out of 15 Class 2-A teams at the st ate 
championship. After moving up a class, DMCS defeate d 
two other 2007 state champion squads. Rachenda 
Rockwell won the individual jump-off contest.

Cheerleaders Soar to #1

Front row (l-r): Kayla Abbott, Rachenda Rockwell, K atelyn Cole, Chelsea 
Keeney, Kassie Ruble, Ashli Fanning. Back row (l-r) : Alyssa Bedford, Mollie 
Cox, Abigail Smith, Kelsey Krehlik, Lizzie Dawson, Coach Carrie Walters, 
Coach Keri Mendenhall, Sarah Dean, Jessica Hammans

by Jennifer Brooke, Class of 2010



Calendar of Events
Dec 6  Varsity BBall - Guthrie Center 
Dec 9 Varsity BBall - East Greene
Dec 12   Early Dismissal (1:30)
Dec 13   Grandparents Day
Dec 16 Varsity BBall - Earlham
Dec 19 Varsity BBall - Glidden - Ralston
 Elementary Christmas Parties
Dec 22   Christmas Break Begins
Jan 5 School Resumes
Jan 9 Varsity BBall - Madrid
 Alumni Night
Jan 13 Varsity BBall - West Central Valley
Jan 23 Varsity BBall - Coon Rapids-Bayard
Jan 31 Varsity BBall - Chariton
Feb 3 Varsity BBall - Panorama
Feb 7 Big Blue Bash (4:30 - 7:30)
Feb 10 Varsity BBall - Van Meter
Feb 11   Pastors Day
Feb 17   Early Dismissal (1:30)
 Parent Teacher Conferences
Feb 19   Early Dismissal (1:30)
 Parent Teacher Conferences
Feb 20   No School
 All-school winter fest at
 Sleepy Hollow

Calendar includes home games only.

Junior Guard Branden 
Stubbs, who received 1st 
Team All-Conference, 
1st Team All-District, 
3rd Team 2A All-
State honors while 
maintaining a 4.0 GPA 
last season, will lead the 
varsity Lions into the 
08-09 season.

Volleyball Nets Honors
The 2008 Des Moines 
Christian volleyball team 
ended the season with a 15-8 
record ! nishing 2nd in the 
home DMCS tournament and 
the Martensdale-St Mary’s 
tournament, and a 3rd in the 
West Central Conference.  
Katelyn Kostek, Courtney 
Grotenhuis and Emily 
Horstman were selected 
for the Martensdale all-
tournament team.  
 
End of the year team awards 
were: Most improved-Abby 
Hinrichs, Spiritual leader-
Annie Stevens, Defensive 
Player of the year-Hannah 
Heilskov, Co-offensive 
Players of the year-Courtney Grotenhuis and Emily 
Horstman, MVP-Katelyn Kostek
 
All-conference honors included: Kostek - First Team (for the 
second year); Grotenhuis and Horstman - 2nd team; and 
Heilskov - honorable mention. Congratulations to Courtney 
Grotenhuis who was named to the 2008 Academic All-State 
Volleyball Team"

Lions Football Lays Foundation For Future Success

The 2008 Des Moines Christian Football team under ! rst year head coach Cade Lambert compiled a record of 1-8 for 
the season. The move from class A to 1A proved to be a very dif! cult task for the young Lion team. Despite the record, 
Coach Lambert remains optimistic. “I thought our seniors showed a lot of heart and leadership in a transitional year. I 
was also proud of our young players who had to step up into varsity roles and provide competition on the practice ! eld. 
Our kids and coaches ! nished the season strong and are ready to build upon our foundation during the off-season.” 

Individual district honors went to ! rst team linebacker, Seth Vande Voort and ! rst team defensive end, Tyler Smith. 
Second team honors went to running back Josh Arment and tight end, Tyler Smith. Honorable mention went to 
offensive linemen, Eric Greiman and Stephen Troll, and defensive back, John Morris.

District All-Academic Awards were earned by Matt Nichols, Jesse Smith, Seth Vande Voort, Stephen Troll, Tanner 
Price, Sean Eikenberry, Tyler Smith, Matt Gallaher and Bobby Baehr.

Martensdale all-tournament team 
members Emily Horstman (left) 
and Katelyn Kostek.

Front row (l-r): Matt Gallaher, Danny 
Appel, Chris Janssen, Coach Blake 
Burgess , Head Coach Cade Lambert, 
Coach Craig Carlson,  Coach Chris Zepp, 
Ben Gates, John Morris, Eric Greiman.  
Second row (l-r): Tyler Smith, Nikolas 
Erickson, Cody Carlson, Carson Boatman, 
Mitch Crook, Noah Nichols, Justin Nunes, 
Matt Nichols, Jesse South, Ethan Zepp, 
Bobby Baehr. Third row (l-r): Danny 
Clinton, Tanner Price, Stephen Troll, 
Alex Latcham, Ben McIntosh, Anthony 
Pemoulie, Garrett Jackson, Quinn 
Wohlenhaus, Aaron Troll. Top row (l-r): 
Jimmy Juergens, Josiah Gates, Austin 
Stubbs, Tad Driscoll, Sean Eikenberry, 
Austin Gafford, Joshua Arment, Seth 
Vande Voort.  Not pictured: Caleb Jones, 
Aaron Ventling, Benjamin Wolfe and 
Student Manager, Andi Erickson.


